
Dear Families,        August 28, 2018 

 

 Welcome to a new year!  I am looking forward to starting my 14th year of teaching at 

Wilkes with this year’s group of third graders. During the first few days of school we will focus 

on learning routines, adjusting to a new schedule, making new friends, and becoming part of a 

classroom community. Then we will build in the curriculum and work on building our academic 

and social skills.  

This letter is intended to cover some of the details of the classroom until we meet for our 

Parent Orientation on Thursday, September 13th from 6:30-7:45. 

 

New Student Survey – You can help me get to know your student by filling out a 

survey that provides me with some information on your student. This survey is online and can be 

accessed through my website under the “New Student Survey”.  

 

 

Take-Home Folder – Will go home each day and should be returned each morning. 

This folder will carry homework (when given), notes to you, papers/forms from school, finished 

work and other assignments.  Your involvement and help in establishing this routine will have a 

tremendous impact on your student’s learning.  It's great to designate a place where your student 

can put his/her folder each afternoon when coming home from school. I try to emphasize to 

students that it is their job to make sure the folder goes home and gets put back in the backpack 

in order to come back to school. Thank you for helping your child set up this routine! 

 

 

Homework – Students will be given a weekly homework calendar that will go into their 

folder. When there is homework it will typically be an extension of the lesson and work that was 

done in class that day. Homework is typically assigned Monday through Thursday and should take 

at most 30 minutes. I will also encourage your student to read for about 15-20 minutes each night. 

In addition, math fact fluency practice and/or ST Math will eventually become part of the 

homework expectations. I will explain in detail during our Parent Orientation. 

 

 

Absences – You must call the Wilkes Attendance Line at 780-3050 to inform the 

office of your child’s absence.  If your child is too ill to come to school but well enough to do 

some homework, some of my assignments may be sent home.  Much of the class time, however, 

is spent in direct instruction and group activities. 

 

Bus Notes & Transportation  – Please send in bus or pick-up notes in the morning. 

If you need to make changes to your child's transportation and it is before 1:30 p.m., please call 

the transportation line at 206-780-3002 and leave a message. If it is after 1:30 p.m. please call the 

office at 206-842-4411. 

 

Snack and water bottle – Please provide a healthy snack for your child.  A snack 

can help increase a child’s energy level and attention span.  Each child is responsible for 

his/her own snack.  We will typically have snack mid-morning. Students may bring a daily 

snack or one that will last for a longer period of time such as a box of crackers. I find that a 

Tupperware-type container with a locking lid works well for keeping snacks fresh.  We do not 

share snacks, so your child needs to let you know when more is needed (if you are not sending in 

https://www.bisd303.org/Page/10911


a daily snack).  Snacks need to be able to be picked up with fingers- no spoons please.  Students 

may bring a water bottle (water only) to place on their desk.   

 

 

Birthdays – We will celebrate birthdays once a month (typically the third Friday of the 

month). Students who have a birthday that month will be recognized and treats can be sent in, 

but are not expected. If your child’s birthday is during the summer, we celebrate summer 

birthdays in June. 

 

Book Orders – Several times during the year I will send out book orders.  The 

required return date “should” be written on the back of the order forms by your student; 

however, I will also send out a reminder via email or write it on my monthly calendar.  If you are 

interested in purchasing books (there is no obligation), the book orders need to be paid with a 

check made out to Scholastic Book Clubs or you can order directly online with a credit card (I 

will provide more information when I have set up this year’s account). 

 

 

Email  & Phone calls – – I do most of my communication through email. I can be 

contacted via email at ieisenhood@bisd303.org. I typically check my email at the start of the day 

and at the end of the school day. I am not always able to check my email during the day, so it’s 

best to contact the office if you need to make a late change to your student’s bus or pick-up 

schedule. I will send home weekly updates and will also post information on my classroom 

website: http://www.bisd303.org//Domain/466. If you want to contact me, I can be reached at 

206-780-3019 (please call either before or after school since this rings directly in the 

classroom).  

 

Back to School Night – I’ll be covering more of the details of our classroom (science 

units, math program, social studies, and reading and writing activities) on Back to School night, 

Thursday, September 13th from 6:30-7:45. 

 

Volunteers- I enjoy having parent volunteers in the classroom and typically use 

volunteers for reading groups, math, class parties, and field trips.  I will be putting together a 

sign-up sheet near the end of September.  During the first month of school I focus on building 

our classroom community and after we have established that, then we welcome volunteers into 

our room. 

 

It is going to be an exciting year and I look forward to working with you.  Together we 

will provide a great experience for your third grader.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Ian Eisenhood 
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